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    From Our Presidenté.. 

                                         ......Carol Wood 

Special points of interest: 

¶ From Our President (p. 1) 

¶ January Minutes  (p. 2) 

¶ Beginner Drawing Tips  (p.3) 

Itôs beginning to feel a little like spring.  As usual at this time of year we start to really feel the 

affects of the wintery and often gray days and get anxious for spring blooms and warmer 

weather.  Plein aire painting days are ahead for many who like to paint outdoors.  Personally, Iôm 

an indoor artist who doesnôt like  dealing with the elements  that much (think mosquitoes, wind, 

rain, hot sun, etc.).  Sunshine streaming into my studio window is uplifting though. 

 

We had a good meeting last month and I thank all of you who were patient as I tried to explain 

the SWA financial picture.  There were good ideas offered and I would like to continue the dis-

cussion next month (March).  With that in mind, please continue with your thoughtful sugges-

tions for fundraising.  With such a creative group, we are bound to come up with some winning 

ideas for the SWA.  We need members who are willing to help with bringing a couple of the best 

ideas to reality, too.  As was suggested at the last meeting, we will most likely be raising our 

dues starting with the 2010ð2011 fiscal year. 

 

Our members seemed spell bound with our speaker (Aimee Erikson) in January as she demon-

strated her approach to portrait painting.  We have another talented and successful artist this 

month, too. Her name is Sonja Donnelly and after looking at her website, her use of color and 

design is very impressive.  She should be another terrific speaker for the SWA membership to 

enjoy and, perhaps, learn from. 

 

This is NOT a Show & Tell month, as we will have our ñArtist of the Month,ò who is Louise 

Beckman.  She and husband John, are both members of the SWA.  The general meeting is on the 

17th at 10:00 a.m., so mark your calendars!   

Left: A painting by 

the next demonstra-

tor, Sonja Donnelly, 

called ñIn the Heat of 

the Day.ò 

 

Right: Aimee Erick-

son starts a portrait of 

Marianne Stokes at 

the January Demon-

stration. 
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            Hang ôEm High                        

Dulinôs Village Caf®: 1708 Main St., Vancouver.          This 

Restaurant has a space for about 24 paintings. Pictures hang for 

Two months.  Call Jeanine Liston at  887-4579. 

United Methodist Church:   33rd & Main Street,  Vancouver. 

Call Willa Curtis at 573-1335. 

Unitarian Universalist Church of Vancouver: Located at 

4505 E. 18th Street in Vancouver, has a beautiful gallery-like 

space. They take a 15% commission. Call Elizabeth Waters at 

666-1593. 

Vancouver Pizza:  1650 SE 15th St. #B-100,  Vancouver, 

Washington,  98683.  Off 162nd and 15th in Fisher Landing 

 area.  Call  Pam at (360)-772-3994.  Can hang artwork for 2 

 months.  Discuss with  Pam  the owner. 

Kojis Chiropractic:  107 E. Mill Plain ,  Vancouver.  Would 

 like to hang paintings in his office.  Call  Lorna  at (360) 254- 

8866 to discuss arrangements. 

                                              http://societyofwashingtonartists.com                                                                                             

    Minutes of the General Meeting in January            

President Carol Wood called the meeting to order followed by 

members introducing several guests.  The minutes of the De-

cember 16th meeting were approved as printed in the Pen & 

Palette.  Treasurer John Stephenson reported on our monthly 

finances then outlined the organizationôs annual financial his-

tory. 

 

Carol Asked members to brainstorm on fundraising ideas to be 

discussed at future meetings.  Suggestions that were brought up 

at the meeting included selling cards donated by members at 

our art shows, an artistôs ñgarage sale,ò and raffling off artwork 

donated by members.  We also discussed the successful sale, 

several years ago, of a cookbook which was written and illus-

trated by our members.  A show of hands indicated most mem-

bers would support a small increase in our annual dues. 

 

Carol passed a sign-up sheet for volunteers to help at our spring 

show, the date of which has not yet been set.  We are also look-

ing for a member to complete the remainder of the 1st vice 

presidentôs term. 

 

Members brought a variety of artwork to the ñShow & Tellò 

portion of the meeting.  This was followed by a demonstration 

by Aimee Erickson, a teacher at the Multnomah Arts Center, 

who shared her portraiture techniques using a very limited pal-

ette.  Visit her website www.aimeeerickson.com for samples of 

her work. 

Right: Two paintings at the Show & Tell segment:  Dave 

Phelpôs  painting of Japanese women with fans, and a portrait 

by Don Monbrod.  

 

  

President Carol Wood                       892-5474               

1st  V. P. 

2nd V.P               Earlene Holmstrom 

Rec. Sec. Jean Toepfer                    694-9606 

Corr. Sec Millie Schofield                944-9555 

Treasurer John Stephenson              546-3307 

Newsletter Ed. Dave Rosenstein               909 7824 

Webmaster         Bobbie Myers                   699-2164           

Program              Marianne Stokes             574-2189 

Membership        

Hosts                    TBA 

                              

Historian            Jeanine Liston                  887-4579 

Hospitality         Jo Purviance                     694-5738 

                             

Yearbook            Jan Thompson                 574-2183 

Publicity              

                           Submitted by Jean Toepfer                                                         



Art Events and Workshops 
 

.The Old Masters painting group meets each  Friday at 10:00 

a.m.  in the basement of the Columbia Presbyterian Church  lo-

cated at 805 Columbia Ridge Dr. (2 blocks east of Lieser Rd) 

Come and enjoy the company of other artists.  A great group!! 

 

Free Model Guild For anyone who loves drawing, the Free 

Model Guild meets at 12:00 noon on Saturdays at the Market-

place Mall on the corner of Evergreen and Columbia in down-

town Vancouver.  Bring pencil and paper for sketching novices. 

Please call Marianne Stokes at 574-2189. No Fee! Also call 

about the free model guild meeting in Jantzen Beach on 

Wednesdays at noon. 

 

Marianne Stokes Classes: Marianne Stokes now has classes in 

Mixed Media Fundamentals meeting weekly at 10:30 at Jantzen 

Beach every Friday.   Fundamentals and technical ideas are cov-

ered as well as subjects such as perspective, fabrics, glass, por-

traiture, and more.  For information call Marianne at (360) 574-

2189. 

 

The Battleground Art Alliance (BGAA): Meets the first 

Wednesday of each month at the Senior Center in Battleground, 

116 NE 3rd Avenue. For more information, call Linda Kliewer 

at 687-7414. E-mail: www.bgartalliance.com 

 

The Northwest Oil Painterôs Guild: Meets the 3rd Tuesday of 

each month at the Geneological Society Center, 717 Grand 

Boulevard, Vancouver. Plein aire  painting encouraged. For 

more information call Bob Fleischmann at (360) 258-1102 

(bobandpetey@comcast.net) or Jim Gola at (360) 263-2201 

(jimgola@hotmail.com. 

 

Northbank Art Gallery: Classes of all types offered in their 

downstairs studios.  Call (360) 693-1840 for information.   

 

Sixth Street Gallery: Classes offered; call (360) 693-7340. E-

mail info@sixthstreetgallery.com. 

 

                        The February Meeting                                                   

As mentioned in the Presidentôs message, Louise Beckman will 

be the Artist of the Month. Louise says in an e-mail that cloth art 

has become her passion. That will certainly be a change.  

 

The demonstrator, Sonja Donnelly, is an acrylic painter, and a 

look at her website reveals the use of the most vivid and brilliant 

colors in her work. She also has an interesting signature which 

might be a story in itself.   Come to the meeting, and see some 

dazzling colors!  

                  Portland Art Museum Exhibit                                      

From February 6 to May 16 this year, the Portland Art Museum 

will exhibit the gestural abstract work of Cy  Twombly.  The 

show will feature three recent works of his. Twombly is known 

for his juxtaposition of  paint and words.  For more information, 

call (503) 226-2811, or email info@pam.org.  

Above: Aimee Ericksonôs portrait of Marianne Stokes takes 

shape at last monthôs demonstration.  

               Some Common Drawing Mistakes                               

          By Helen South at About.com  drawsketch.about.com/cs/tipsandideas                                                                                 

1. Drawing with a hard pencil. If you have no shadows and the 

whole picture is rather pale, check your pencil.  Are you us-

ing a number 2 (HB) pencil? These are too hard to draw with 

(though they are handy for light shading). Get a B, 2B, and 

4B for darker shadows. 

2. Portraits from flash photography. This is the major cause of 

beginning drawing problems. Using flash photography flat-

tens the features, giving you nothing to work with. When the 

person is facing you, it is very hard to see the modeling of 

the face, as the perspective vanishes behind their head, and 

add a cheesy snapshot grin, and you have made life very 

hard! Have the person turn slightly to one side so you can 

model their face, with natural lighting to give good skin 

tones, and a natural expression to show their real personality. 

3. Incorrect head proportions. Because of the way we focus on 

a personôs features, we usually draw them too big and squash 

the rest of the head. Learn the correct head proportions.  

Aimee Erickson instructing and demonstrating. 


